
WSOY COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE COLLECTS NEARLY 1.3 MILLION POUNDS OF FOOD IN 12 HOURS 

Hunger is a struggle for many families in our community.  According to the latest data, 16% of adults and 

20% of children in Macon County are considered food insecure.  In addition, unemployment in Macon 

County is one of the highest in Illinois, causing many families to seek assistance from a food bank for the 

first time.  14 years ago, WSOY organized a small food drive to help 2 local food pantries, raising 

35,000lbs of food.  At the time, it seemed a tremendous success… but more importantly ignited a spark 

that, 14 years later, would turn into our community’s proudest achievement.  The 14th Annual WSOY 

Community Food Drive, held on October 9, 2015 at the local Kroger, started it’s 12 hour broadcast with 

a goal of exceeding 1,040,000 lbs of food.  By the end of the day, the WSOY Community Food Drive had 

raised an astonishing 1,276,080 lbs of food.  The WSOY Community food drive is now the primary 

source of food for the community’s 2 largest local food banks, helping to feed the nearly 43,000 people 

seeking assistance from the local Catholic Charities and Salvation Army food banks in 2015. Both food 

banks report that need has increased over 24.3% from 2 years ago.   In addition, 4 smaller local food 

banks and organizations; Good Samaritan Inn, Northeast Community Fund, Reasonable Services, Inc. 

and the Judy Mason Thanksgiving Basket Project will be given large cash donations to purchase food for 

the needy.  The generosity of the community also has allowed the WSOY Community Food Drive to 

accept grant applications from smaller food banks in the area.  

The WSOY Community Food Drive has steadily grown in size each year to meet the growing need.  Each 

year, the community has fully embraced event, demonstrating tremendous compassion and a common 

purpose. . that no family or child should be hungry in our community. The WSOY Community Food Drive 

now features over 250 volunteers, a dedicated donation phone line, a semi loading center, off-site 

storage, text to give and online giving options and its own social media team.  In addition, WSOY’s staff 

of 6 dedicate more than 276 hours of personal time to make the event a success. WSOY also dedicated 

more than 43 hours of air-time in 2015 to raise awareness of the huger struggle in our community in the 

form of PSA’s, promos, feature news stories, interviews and our live 12 hour broadcast from the WSOY 

Community Food Drive. 

The WSOY Community Food Drive’s success could not be possible without the help of local businesses, 

sponsors and the local school districts. Kroger, the host of the Food Drive for 14 years, provides 

thousands of grocery bags to be distributed within the community to be filled and dropped off at the 

Food Drive. Kroger also pre-made donation bags for customer purchase. Businesses and corporations 

pledge large donations and rally behind the event collecting food months in advance and Macon county 

schools take part in a heated competition to raise the most food.  The top 5 schools that raise the most 

food are awarded cash prizes (cash prizes provided by sponsors).  

The WSOY Community Food Drive has raised a total of 6,550,080 pounds of food over its 14 year history 

and is considered the nation’s largest 12 hour food drive.   

 


